Non-HIV-related Kaposi sarcoma in 2 Hispanic patients arising in the setting of chronic venous insufficiency.
Kaposi sarcoma (KS) is a vascular neoplasm associated with human herpesvirus 8 (HHV-8) infection that can be confused with the clinical and histological findings of chronic venous insufficiency. Definitive diagnosis of KS can only be achieved by performing a polymerase chain reaction for HHV-8 or by immunostaining for the HHV-8 antigen. We describe 2 unusual clinical presentations of KS in the setting of chronic venous insufficiency with clinical and histologic features consistent with stasis dermatitis but positive HHV-8 immunostaining. Both patients had no known risk factors for KS. We propose the possibility that these cases may represent a new clinical variant of KS that may become more prevalent over time. Further studies are needed to identify the risk factors involved. Meanwhile, skin biopsy with HHV-8 testing may be warranted for violaceous patches and plaques arising on the legs in the setting of chronic venous insufficiency, especially in patients who are unresponsive to treatment.